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27 July 2026

To: RtHon Andy Burnham MP
Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury

Dear Prime Minister,
Britain’s Leading Edge

I am writing on behalf of Britain's Leading Edge, a cross-political partnership of 13 predominantly
rural and coastal local authorities working together to champion the contribution our places make
to the UK's prosperity.

Inyour recent speech atthe People's History Museum, you spoke of the need to deliver "good growth
in every postcode" and to ensure every part of the country can fulfil its potential. That ambition
strongly resonates with Britain's Leading Edge and the communities we represent.

We recently adopted a new Manifesto which sets out how rural and coastal economies can reinforce
the Government's ambitions for growth, resilience, and national renewal.

We welcome the Government's focus on raising productivity, increasing investment and unlocking
growth through the modern Industrial Strategy. Our member authorities are home to assets and
industries that are critical to achieving these goals.

Collectively, our places help defend the UK by hosting vital defence infrastructure, manufacturing,
and supply chains. We help power the UK through renewable energy generation, with abundant
natural resources available to strengthen further our energy security. We help feed the UK through
agriculture, fishing, and forestry. And we are the custodians of landscapes and natural assets that
help mitigate the impacts of climate change, promote biodiversity, and facilitate public health and
wellbeing.

As you look to the future for our country, the opportunity to capitalise on these strengths must not
be overlooked. Rural and coastal places contain ambitious businesses, innovative sectors, and
significant untapped economic potential. Under the right conditions, they can play an even greater
role in supporting frontier industries, strengthening national resilience and creating high-quality jobs.

Our Manifesto highlights the importance of ensuring that national policies and strategies promote
fully the opportunities within rural and coastal communities. This must include investment in



connectivity and infrastructure, support for innovation and skills, and recognition of the role our
places can play in driving good, sustainable growth.

Your vision of growth powered by the strengths of every place is both exciting and energising. By
actively considering rural and coastal communities in the development of national policies and
strategies, we believe this vision can be fulfilled, with the benefits shared across every part of the
country.

| am pleased to enclose a copy of our Manifesto and commend it to you.

Yours sincerely,

U bt -

Councillor Nick Ireland
Leader of Dorset Council and Chair of Britain’s Leading Edge

britainsleadingedge@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

www.britainsleadingedge.org
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